A HISTORY OF POLAND
to provoke the irritation of Catherine and the discontent
of a faction among his own subjects.
Russia's first open intervention, after the election of
Staniskw, was made on behalf of the dissidents, whom
Catherine deliberately incited to insurrection. Under
this denomination were comprised the Orthodox, the
Lutheran, and all other Christian sects who dissented
from the Roman Catholic creed. Originally, as we
have seen, the dissidents had enjoyed freedom of faith
and worship, representation in and membership of the
Diet, and all other privileges of the Catholics; and these
rights were embodied in and confirmed by the famous
Treaty of Oliva. Subsequently, however, a Catholic
agitation resulted in the gradual withdrawal of their
privileges, and eventually, in 1733, in their total
exclusion from the Diet. Now, however, with the open
encouragement of Catherine, the dissidents clamoured
for the restoration of their rights, and appealed for
support in this claim to Russia, Prussia, England, and
Denmark, as mediatory powers in the Treaty of Oliva.
Russia took the side of the Orthodox, and Prussia that
of the Pfotestants; incited them to form confederacies;
and even supported their claims with a body of troops.
The national Diet of 1767 assembled under the shadow
of an armed Russian force. The most obstinate and
demonstratively courageous of the Catholics, among
diem several bishops, were imprisoned or sent to Siberia.
Finally the Diet, under coercion and as a reluctant com-
promise, agreed to appoint a Committee to decide the
points under dispute. The usual methods of bribery or
bullying were employed to suborn the members of this
Committee, and in the end they consented to laws not
only restoring the privileges of the dissidents, but also
perpetuating the Ltberum veto, the elective monarchy,
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